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La Cime Main Building Renovation Project, Shanghai, China, 2012
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Life and Innovation: Seeking a Quite Self amid
Bustle and Hustle

La Cime Main Building is originally a podium of
a business building in Shanghai with no distinctive
features. At the intersection of Wusong Road
and Yuhang Road, the building still bears on the
vicissitudes of the Bund. It is surrounded by traditional
lanes reminiscent of the colonial period. Not far from
it is Waibaidu Bridge over the Suzhou River.

Design is now a manual labor. Overwhelmed
by the fast-paced urban life, we want to find a quite
place amid bustle and hustle that accommodates
a sense of pleasure and spiritual sustenance. The
front room is a small garden, across which lies a long
corridor of the gallery Original Identity. Modern
European paintings, in combination with modern
exhibition space, indicate that in the realm of
"artistic philosophy", all forms of expressions would
finally return to the origin of art. Architectural
design is just one such expression. This is a window
and hall through which the company exhibits itself.
The multi-functional hall on the fourth floor is a
place for gathering and discussion. It functions both
as a conference room and a fitness center. This is

the core part of the nine-floor building. Activities

Design o1 Oneself: Architects Workspaces

can be held here without being disturbed, from
breakfast design meeting to spare-time exercises and
group seminars. The fifth floor is an even larger multi-
functional space where drawing, communication,
discussion and recreation can all be accommodated.
You can play billiards or take a look at the artistic works
on exhibition after a few strokes of drawing. Furniture
is designed by our architects, not quite practical yet
conveying a good sense of design and revealing the
unique identity of the architect. Apparently the idea
is not to impose modern architectural language or
the principle "less is more" on a space or appliances of
everyday touch. Instead, we try to unearth a rich yet
random environment, creating an artistic ambiance
of escape. There is also a sense of minimalist coolness
and an effect of artistic pictures. Therefore, many
designs do not conform to the principle of consistency.
The fluidity of space, together with the barrier-free
activities of exchange, discussion and interaction,
becomes the normal state of the company. We would
expect maximum horizontal interaction if it were not
a high-rise structure.

The roof terrace on the fifth floor is designed
to be a small garden where flowers, fruits and

vegetables are planted, somehow resembling a self-

sufficient economy. Here people can chat, barbecue
and bask in the sun. During spring and autumn,
it makes a perfect place for studio gathering at
noon. The whole company assumes a warm tone,
expressing a wish for the staff to concentrate on
their creation in a relaxed mood. Such a barrier-
free space encourages horizontal interaction
and exchange. The setting also invites display of
different personalities and diverse looks. Starting
from the main entrance hall, building models are
exhibited side by side with traditional beam heads,
incorporating tradition and art into architectural
design through evoking a sense of identity.

There are two exhibition halls, one displaying
modern and contemporary paintings and the other
antiquities, thus encouraging cross-fertilization
between various fields. Consequently, every team
brands itself with a personalized label to create
their own small space, in which they can showcase
building materials, models, plants and even posters.
Stray cats run through it now and then, adding a
flavor of life to the entire office environment. This is

not only my workplace, but the environment where

I live and strive, accompanying us to walk through
the best time.[] (Translated by ZHANG Qingfei)
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Locatio ] f 328
4F-8F/4F-8F, Yaojiang International Plaza, No.328, Wusong

Road, Shanghai

Conceptual Design: SONG Zhaoqing
“/Lighting Design: Azlan Nazam
Interior Design:
il/Robarts Spaces
Renovation Floor Area: 4034m
1]/Design Period: 2011
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Comments

ZHENG Fang: The office of La Cime International
contains complex functions such as working, meeting,
discussion, reception, fitness, plantation, exhibition,
etc. Interspersed among these activities are an
entrance garden, a fifth-floor garden terrace, and a
multi-functional hall, so one can well imagine the
manifold working and living scenes. The material is

ced manner: tactile values of

applied in a quite re
concrete, timber, fabric, glass, artificial board, a

stone, either rough, clean, natural, or artific ial, are

Design for Ondself: Arcliitec Workspace

presented in different zones and accompanied by
a random decoration of plants. Nevertheless, such
elements as the mental lines at the entrance, the fabric
tripes at the reception, the spotlights in the multi
function hall at the fourth floor, and the wooden
grating in the garden at the fifth floor, all express

N

the architect's design intention. Neither cool nor

ibstract, it is a place full of life: fuzzy and random, yet
yphisticated and var our daily life

FAN Yue: Located amid high-rise office buildi

the city center, this is a large-scale renovation project

of a design office. I perceive two interesting points

in this scheme. First, it deviates from the horizontal

hich usually relies on the public lift to

office

access each floor. Part of the podium of this high-rise
building (1F, 4-8F) is turned vertical, so that a separate
entrance lobby is set aside on the ground floor, with a

private lift to access each floor. Another characteristic

is that each floor has its own venues for exhibition,
sports, meetings, and meals. All appliances and the
majority of the furniture pieces are deigned by the

studio's own architects.
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